Eongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 16, 2007

The Honorable Norm Dicks The Honorable Todd Tiahrt

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations
B-308 RHOB 1016 LHOB

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Dicks and Ranking Member Tiahrt:

We are writing to urge the Subcommittee to restore funding to the Land and Water Conservation Fund
(LWCEF) state and local grant program to $100 million for ¥Y 2008.

The LWCEF state assistance program provides matching federal grants to states and local communities to
develop outdoor recreation facilities, and resources. This competitive grant program provides funds to the
states that choose local projects based on need and quality of the project. Unfortunately, the President’s
proposed FY 2008 budget eliminates funding for the state assistance program. An inadequate funding
level for this program has had detrimental effects on communities across America, a number of which
have been unable to begin certain new projects or to complete recreational planned projects without delay:.
This lack of funding would also mean that the growing number of youth sports teams trying to access
more facilities to relieve the stress of over-crowded fields, won’t be able to find such fields. Community
organizations needing public recreation resources won’t have such resources, and communities
implementing smart growth initiatives would have increased difficulty due to the lack of federal support
for public parks and recreation.

The revised USDA/HHS Dietary Guidelines call for 30 minutes of regular physical activity to promote
health, psychological well-being, and a healthy body weight. Every American needs to take this call to
heart, and for most Americans, local public parks and recreation areas are the place they would most
likely go for daily physical activity. Our communities in every state need funding for this program, which
will increase opportunities for adults and children to have better access to close to home public places to
get active and stay healthy.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund State Assistance program has aided local recreation projects in
over 98% of all U.S. counties, and the federal investment has been matched many times over with local
funds in 40,000 sports fields, community recreation facilities, and natural parks. It is one of, if not the,
most successful partnership programs, in the history of the Department of Interior, with state, and local
communities. We believe that this program is vital to assisting communities that are trying to provide
close to home places for all Americans to get active and stay healthy.

The LWCF matching grants especially help those communities that are facing the problems associated
with exploding growth such as a critical lack of sports fields and lack of necessary community planning.
These grants also assist many small communities to build possibly their only public recreation facility, a
facility or park that would not exist with out the federal funds that match their local funds and make the
investment possible.
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Given the national obesity crisis and the need for all Americans to have access to public places and spaces
to have a place to get active and stay healthy, we strongly urge you to support an appropriation of $100
million in FY 2008 for the LWCF state assistance program.

Aa YA,

Sincerely, W
ffames P, Mcéovern Foter T. King&ﬁ Rush D. Holt

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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