Congress of the nited States
Washington, B 20515

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Peter Orszag

Director

Office of Management and Budget
Eisenhower Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Orszag,

As you continue the difficult and painstaking task of formulating the fiscal year
2010 (FY'10) budget, we ask that you include $65 million for UNFPA, the United Nations
Population Fund.

Every minute of every day, a woman dies needlessly in pregnancy or childbirth,
most in the developing world which translates into 10 million women lost per generation.
Four million newborns also die every year of similarly preventable causes. UNFPA has
worked to end these deaths since it became operational in 1969. It has provided
significant assistance to improve the health and quality of life and to promote the health
and rights of women worldwide. UNFPA is the largest source of international assistance
for women’s reproductive health in the world and despite the past seven years during
which the previous Administration withheld funding for UNFPA, the United States
Congress has demonstrated its strong support of the organization and each year has
approved U.S. financial support for UNFPA.

Fully 42 percent of all pregnancies worldwide suffer complications, and in 15 -
percent of all pregnancies, the complications are life-threatening. Where the three “pillars
of policy” solutions are available, as in the industrialized world, women survive and
thrive to contribute their creative energies and talent to their communities. But in too
many places, maternal health still receives inadequate attention and funding, Fortunately
for women around the world, UNFPA operates in 154 countries specifically to combat
maternal mortality and to promote safe motherhood. The impact of losing U.S. funding
has been devastating. For each of the 7 years, UNFPA could have helped to prevent 2
million unintended pregnancies, 800,000 abortions, 4,700 mothers’ deaths, and more than
77,000 infant and child deaths.

In 2001, the U.S. Agency for International Development estimated the global
economic impact of maternal and newborn mortality at $15 billion per year in lost
potential production, half associated with women and half with newborns. Investing in
UNFPA actually reduces healthcare costs and teaching and promoting safe motherhood
enables adequate time between births for women’s bodies to better camry another

pregnancy.
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Providing emergency obstetric services and equipment to save women’s lives also
creates capacity for surgery and transfusions for accidents and other emergencies.
Women who use maternal health care services are more likely to use other health
services, such as HIV/AIDS testing and treatment, vaccinations, etc.

It is critical that the United States resume its support for UNFPA. With this
funding, UNFPA can increase its programming for people at a time when the world is
feeling the impact of a protracted global recession. It is equally important as an early
signal to the world — both donor and recipient countries alike — that the United States is
rejoining the global community in support of UNFPA'’s life-saving work. As such, we
ask that you include $65 million in the FY10 budget for this essential organization.

Thank you for your consideration. Should your staff have any questions, please
have them contact Orly Isaacson with Representative Maloney at (202) 225-7944 or
Jeremy Haldeman with Representative Russ Carnahan at (202) 225-2671.

Sincerely,
(3655 " Ol okl

"CAROLYY B. MALONF{Y' RUSS CARNAHAN
Member of Congress J/ - Member of Congress
HENRY WAXMAN MAZIE HIRONO
Member of Congress ' Member of Congress
LOIS CAPPS ' BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress ' Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ' Member of Congress
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KI TSONGAS ' EARL MENAUER
Member of Congress{/ Member of Congress
RTNFEA“PETE” STARK N " RUSHHOLT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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BILL PASCRELL, JR
Member of Congress






